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1. At 0220 on 19 Septexber 1954, a shimment with 21 eanvas .ccverad

by

g,
WRTH
ntion

5 3 76,2-mm AT guns, 5 x 57-m AT guns, 6 trucks and - 3 orime
‘ ‘pasaed through the Goesehuits allrosd
and procoeded towayd Jent.

‘

Eetween 17 and 20 Sepiexder, the gates of the barracks insitalliotions in
Zusetzen (8221) amd Loebshedt \82&) near Jema vere closed. Little

training ur other activiiies were obgersod. Motor wehicie

N |srers seen. *

A% 1500 on 25 September, & shipment wita 24 T34 tanks

passed through Erfurt and pr Jcroecm: wegtward .

TLICH 1T e boxears with versonnel. o
torly dmectw e A.ll tank
t.o be newly painted. <

&n

During the night on 27 Seplenber, the waits of the Welmsr post
returned simuitaneously to their installations on three apy
Ko equipment had arrived at the instellstiops oricr to the »
the wnits. The first eclements arrived at eboub 2200 and the
elements at 2330. During this pericd, ths streehs were 2ot 1
returning units included é trucks | | soving ;“.
wortars, which entered the Tannenberg Xascrme (8502); 12 T-3/ tonks
and approximately 20 trucks, which entered the Flak Kas&* ene { & &’-‘3"‘ 3
and 8 ligh® £4 guns towed by crunks\ L whizi

entered the Luetzendorf Kaserne (8503) . After the arrival of the Troons

the installations were occupied to capacity. On 28 and 29 &bpcmcw,
no heavy wozpens viere seen in the barrack: yards

Gn 27 Septeaber, 150 young soldiers, prasumably recruits, with tavzage
enterad the Yamneuverg Xaserne. They appeared to have arrived ol +he
Hoinar railvoad station aboard a regular passenger train, Sinew 20
Septenber, a train vith 30 converited bozcers had been gesn on & sodin
of the xrailroced statdlon. & railrgadman sta wd that The Urainm wap o
pick up rocruits.
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On 28 September, tanks were loaded onto three trains at the Weimar
railroad station. The units arrived from the direction of Butisiaedt
a short time before the loading. ’

First shipment: loading started at C8CC. The train lefl stward with
Second shipment: loading between 1430 a 645. The shipment included

¢ T-3L tanks
and 2 trucks

Third shipment: Loading started at 19CC. The train carried approximately
30 tanks|

On 20 September, a shipment with 7 T-34 tanks|
and 2 trucks passed through Weimar and proceeded toward

east. A shipment of 5 light AA suns, 6 trucks and 3 boxcars with

personnel was attached to a freight train which proceeded westward. tgj

On 30 September, the barracks installations in Plauen were occupied to
capacity and were fully lighted. In the afterncon, 150 soldiers wearing

black~bordered red epaulets returned from the Kobitzschwalde traini
area. Motor vehicles f444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444&&4‘7

were seen.

Between 25 Sepbember and 1 October, the barracks ipstallations on either
side of leipziger Strasse (8001 and 8002) in Altenburg were again
occupied to capacity. 7 g '

Comment. In September, information on the occupation strength
in these two installations of the 20th Gds Mecz Div was contrediciory.
It is asgumed that the 68%h Gds Hv Tank SP Regt from the Zuzmetzen
kaserne has continuously been stetioned in Cemp Crowinkel and has not
yet returned to Zwaetzen. | The strength estimates
for the barracks installation in Loebstedt varied between 200 and 2,000
soldliers during the summer months. Since this imstallation, in addition
%o the division headquarters and the 66th Gds Mecz Regt, is believed
to be also occupied by other units, the situation cannot be clarified.
According to another source, the troops had been expected to return
in mid-September.

Comment. The newly painted tank belonged to the
5th Gds Mecz Regt of the 20th Gds Mecz Uiv an . the

15th (Gds?) Tank SP Regt of the 39th Gds Muz Rifle Div.

[::::::tgmmggg. The motor vehicle ‘and the smooth occupation
of the insiallations indicate thav the troops which were apparently
familiar with the lccalities actuelly wers the units from the Weimar
Fost. '

3

LComment. The arrival of recruits after 25 September was repeatedly
reporied. .

Germment. The direction of movement and the tank
observed with the first and third shipment possibly indicate that
the tank battalions of two mechanized regiments of the 21lst Gds Mees
Div were involved. The division was believed to have been stationed
at, the Lossa training grounds up to that date. The tank
on the sscond trein belonged to the 68th Gds Hv Tank SP Regt of the
20th Cds Mecz Div from J which, at that time, was probably stationed
at Qhrdruf. This shipment, therefore, is also
believed to have belonged to the 2lst Gds Mecs Div, | LW
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‘omment. The tank | | belong to the 65th Gds Mecz Regt
o e 20th Gds Mecz Div, the tank battalion of which is believed
stationed in the Flak Kaserne in Weimar. This information is
contradictory to observations ‘ |

Somment. Y | The two army artillery
brigades were thus absent from the post only from 22 to 25 September.

E‘QMG t. On the basis of available information on troop shipments
and movements, it had been assumed that, after 22 September, units

of the Eighth Gds Army assembled in the ares between Ohpdr :
Seale Rivsr southwest of Jena_ioLmajnLﬁm;mWL

|The fact that, in spite of the

Tovemenls observed, many posts remained occupied and some units

returned to the posts, tends to indicate that the units did not

hssemble for a major mancuver between 22 ard 29 September, but for
individual exercises of the divisions, possibly with army troops,

or possibly for an exercise which was conducted between Ohrdruf and

Lossa and terminated in the Weimer area on 28 September. The 20th

Gds Mecz Div which assembled in the Arnstadt arez on 21 September

may have advanced toward Wmar from a southwestern direction and the

21st Gds Mecz Div may have approached Weimsr from Lossa north of Weimar.

| The arrival of elements of the-two divisions

in the Weimar area on 28 September does nct definitely indicate that

the twe divisions conducted joint exercises with one division representing
the enemy. According to direction of novement, the armored elements of
the 21st Gds Mecz Div, which were entrained in Weimar, presumably returned
to Halle. It remains to be seen whether the elements which returned

to the Weimar, Halle (2) and Altenburg posts in late Septenber and

those elements which were as previously stationed at Kindel, Plauen,
Rudolstadt and Semlfeld will later leave for large-scale exercises which -
started as late as 10 October 1953,
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